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Rajarshi chhatrapati Shahu
Maharaj: Pioneer of social change
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Abstract :

in the history of modern Maharashtra,
the name of Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj from
Kolhapur is very special. He strived for the
welfare of the people in his state by making
substantial reforms in the social, educational,
religious and sconomic spheres. Shahu Maharaj
hastobe mentionedasa popular ruler. His work
seems to have had a far-reaching effect on
indian society. His popularity as a leader of
Bahujan and Dalit communities is still alive
today. He considered it his duty to work for the
welfare of the common man, to free the masses
from bondage, to educate them, to create
awarenass among them and to make them
advanced, and he acted accordingly throughout
his life. In this research paper, we will study the
soclALwork of ChhatrapatiShahu Maharajand
its effect on the society.

Key Word: Pioneer, social change.
introduction:

The life and workof Chhatrapati Rajarshi
shahu Maharaj was a storm. During the reign of
Shahu Maharashtra became a center of social
inequality and unrest. New social movements
had begun.The spread of education and the
elimination of untouchability had begun.
Nevertheless, Shahu Maharaj was instrumental
in bringing the leadership of the political, social
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and educational movement to the Banhujan
Samaj, which was led by the Brahmin class.
Shahu played the role of a social revolutionary
in his organization by promoting the business of
spreading cducation and untouchability. He did
fundamental work of social awarenessin his field.
Objectives:

1 To study the social work of Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj.

2, To study the impact of the social work
of Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj on indian society.
Research Methodology :

For present research researcher‘has
been used Analytical research method. Also
used secondary resources in this research paper.
Nature & Scope:

In the present research, a brief review
of the work of Shahu Maharaj has been dene
and the effect of his social work on the society
has been studied.

Limnitations:

present research focuses on the impact
of Shahu Maharaj's social work on the society.
Analysis:

Rise of non-Brahmin movement:

When the Brahmins challenged the right
of Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj to perform Vedic
rites, he became very upset. Traditionally, only
some castes (Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas)
had the right to perform Vedokta rituals. SO the
Shudras had the right to the puranokta ritual.
The Brahmin community in Kolhapur was
skeptical that Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj was
a Kshatriya.. Therefore, the Brahmins denied
Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj the right to perform
Vedokta rituals. Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj
decided to break the dominance of Brahmins
from his state and bring about the upliftment of
non-Brahmins. When he was convinced that the
Marathas were indeed Kshatriyas, he ordered
Vedic rites to be performed in his palacein 1901.
Appointed non-Brahmin priests in the temple.
Due to the fact that Maharaj established a
purohit School’ to train the youthofthe Maratha
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Caste to perform Vedic rituals, the society was
divided into two classes, Brahmins and non-
Brahmins, and non-Brahmins began to 0ppose
the supremacy of Brahmins. This movementwas
led by Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj.
Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj revived the
satyshodhak movement of Mahatma Phule and
set the stage forthe non-Brahmin movement in
1917. The movement of Satyashodhak Samaj,
which was in full swing till the nineteenth
century, had cooled down alotinthe twentieth
century. The Satyashodhak Samaj was founded
by Mahatma Phule on 24th September 1873.This
society had started a movement to liberate the
Bahujan Samaj from the bondage of Brahmin
supremacy and for their upliftment. But the
movement of Satyashodhak Samaj which was
flourishing till the nineteenth century had cooled
down a lotinthetwe ntieth century. Chhatra pati
ShahuMaharaj tried to revive this movementin
his state. The Vedokta case, Shankaracharya’s
racist experience convinced Shahu Maharaj of
the importance of truth-seeking movement. In
1910, he conceived the Satyashodhak movement
and on 11 January 1911, established the
Satyashodhak Samaj in Kolhapur under the
chairmanship of Parashuram Ghosarwadkar-
Inamdar. As a result, the youth of Bahujan Samaj
were inspired and they joined the Satyashodhak
movement and took part in social work. This led
to the establishment of social equality
lLegal Establishment of Social Reforms:
chahu Maharaj tried to establish social
equality through social reforms, for which he
gave legal status to social reforms. In the caste
system, the upper castes were getting many
benefits and the lower castes had to be deprived
of many things, sO Maharaj took many steps for
the upliftment of the lower castes. In 1508, he
set up an organization to spread education
among the lower castes. Prohibited by an order
to divide on the basis of caste. The Baluta
system, which was a nuisance 1o the lower
castes, was aholished by Chhatrapati Shahu
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Maharaj in 1918. In 1919, he banned
untouchability in his state and opened taps,
wells, hospices, hospitals and other public
places for the untouchables. To eradicate social
inequality, Shahu Maharaj passed a law on 26
July 1902, reserving 50% of non-Brahmin seats
in government service

Social equality or social peace will not
be established without inter-caste marriage so
On 12 July, 1919, they passed the Interracial
Marriage Act. Also in July 1917 the Widow
Remarriage Act was passed in the institution and
on 27thJuly1918an order was issued to close the
untouchable systern. InMay 1921, the Mahar Vatana
Act was passed & This freed the Mahar people from
the social and economic slavery of all.

As all the above amendments were
made in the form of a law, the law weakened
the opposition to social reforms and forced them
to approve these social reforms.
£ducational revolution

In 1913, the shahu Maharaj issued an
order that there should be a school in every
village of the sansthan. In 1918, he issued
another order making primaryeducation freeand
compulsory forall. He collected taxes from well-
+o-do citizens to help them in their educational
work. Appointed persons from the majority caste
as teachers in such schools. He used the village
chawdi and temples to fill the school
classrooms. Patil and Talathi schools were
started to run the affairs of the village properly.
Also started a training center for teachers. Shahu
Maharajwas of the view that women'’s education
contributes to the development of family and
society and also gives womena place of respect
and dignity in the society. Miss. Little was first
educational officerin his state. Then appointed
Rakhmabai Kelvakar as a educational officer &
He accelerated women’s education. Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj continued the legacy of the
educational revolution ca rried out by Mahatma
phulein the nineteenth century in his twentieth
century. This had a far-reaching and positive

. Interdisciplinary Multilingual Refereed Journal 5%




fa - ) 2 . 2 Hgme x o
8P |eusnor paa43)ay [EnSUIBINA Ateunjdipsipiou]: easry Supumg

Ysapey YEPEAIN
ijedesieyyd nyeys ‘jlied oeiweys 0T
‘Gz6T ‘(Moog Iylesep) enLeyd aypueeh

inedesieyyd yrewnys ‘gy ‘aynel 6
"piq| eslequey 8

‘piq| ‘spedeq 4d

‘uoouey| apAee) luey

leseyey nueys tysiefey ‘da ‘apedeg 9

‘ueysiep pjein ep 1ysiefey ‘WeAygs Ueyspap G
‘1261 '(Moog Iyreieiyl) aueyseyg ayduefeleyen
nyeys uys iysseley ‘gg ‘Aeyper v
_ '010Z ‘AoInIN

‘A'd joid andeyloy ‘efeseyelA nyeys 1ystefey
jo sasdwi|o {0T0T) Y “epiequey ¢
‘9/61 ‘Mun|es 'g'd Aq paup3 ‘(yielein)
‘eyjueln BABINOO nyeys tiyseley i
Si0-eipadpimmmm//:d1y

:eipadoppArug aunjuQ 8yl “elpadjIm ‘T
1$20U3J343Y

‘A1UN02 3|oym 3yl Io} Os|e
1nq eayseleye|A Jo) Ajuo Jou apins e 3q shem|e
M feleyey nyeys rjedegeyyd Jo spasp pue
s1ySnoyy 2y L "eipu| Ul WIOjaJ |BI20S JO Aoysiy
ay) ul Juoljaioy ayrie s [eleye |y nyeys 1ys.teley
‘poiad douapuadapul-aid 9y} ul JauIo4ad
Suipea| e Wiy saxeW SIY] "UONN|OA3I jeat8ojoap!
yum Suoje Jolaeyag PaziuoiinjoAal ay Aum s1
1Bl "UOIIN|OAR] [EDIE0j03pI U 1sn[1ou ‘loiAeyaq
ul UOIIN|OARS B B pInoys 213yl 18yl panal|eq
SH "1 J0J W33sAs UOIIEINPD USRI P3RIID
Sy pue "uoI1EdNPd PuUe UDIIBAIISII PIjUEM
ay ‘ueyisues siy ul [ewes uefnyeq o3 aoe|d
e oAI§ 01 pajuem 3y JI 1Byl 33} ol a|doad aya
jo sput ayy ui Suthels Aq swiajgoad as59y3 e
JAJ0S PINOM OUM plIOM |elu0jod 3y Ul gupj Ajuo
oU1 89 pInom nyeys ing ‘)l sNOUNXN| B PaA]
supy ‘porsad aouspuadapul-aid 3y uj ‘Aiunod
sjoym ay} uj osje Ing Indey|oy ul Ajuo jou
W10} [B120S JO UONI3IIP BY) pamoys [eseyenl
nyeys 1zedesieyy) ‘eunusi siy gung

:uoisnpuny

‘AdeJoowap
JO UO}BPUNOJ 3Y1 PIB|] OYM Buly 211R1D0WSP U}
se paJopisuod s| 8y ‘@i0ja40y] "Wopsuly sy Ul
Jomod 9z1jes3uadsp 0} Buly 1541 31 sem [eJeyeln
nyeys "A13190s ay3 ul 3d13snf pue pooylayolq
‘Ayijenba ‘wopaal) I SIN|EA D11eID0WSP
Sulysiigeisa ul padjay ylom s [ereyelN nyeys
"A12100s 3y Ut Ayjjenba ysijgeisa 03 sme| Aueul
pa12eus ay "wopduly SIYy Ul S3INSeIW 3leldim
Auew pajuawsdw feteyen nyeys
:Adesrowap jo uopepunc syl Sulde
"(suo15533U0D SSE|I PIRMAIRY
‘Aj11geyanojun jo uoijuaaasd ‘uoliednpd
2oJ) "8'9) sauspuadapul J93je UONRNIISUO) 2l
JO Suiyjesp ay) Sunp UOIIEISPISUCD OUT Ukt
sem yeleseyeln ayl jo 3Jom siyj -uole|ndord
aU1 JO SUO0I}I3S JRRAM BY3 03 ad1isnlul UETET
pue Axljenbaul aonpad quswAoldwa aied yijes
‘Uoieanpa apiroid 03 Jamod siy pasn sy "e171s
3.1B}|9M 3Y] JO UOLIEPUNOY SY1 piE| pUE sweidond
aaeyjam o1jqnd Auew ino patiled [eieyen
nyeys ‘spuey siy ui Jamod syl 3ulsn
‘A12120S 243 JO Jusupdn 21Woue )
3yl sem 1jausqg s3] "salisnpul gunouwo
Aq juswAhojdiwa paieal) UapudjAsuow a1
$3U23N|2 3} WO} 9344 PUE JURI[DI-J[9S DU
Jawe) ayl "Ajsnopuswall pasealdul 1ol
jeanynaude ayj Jo uoidnpold 3yl ‘SUOYD dti
ySnoJyl "pecy InJiYs Uo $a1101Ieg WOOoIRIT
pue Asoiseq Suluulf 03 1oddns |elauviiy
papirod 84 "906T Ul Siseq aAllelsdo-03 1
|1 3]13%23 & PaLIE]S [N BUIABIM| pue Sulutidy
nedelieyyd nyeys dn 1as ay ‘006T Ul
*$3113SNPUI JO UOIe3ID 3Y] padelnodua feieyryy
nyeys -,1eqiuiysyey, ueleyey se pawrinl
sem 11 pue go6T Ul Wep Siyl p|ing 01 papi i
sem 3] andey|oy JO 31SaM WD| §G ST YIIUM LAl
neme8oyg pue undifeg uo swep Suippng A
ainynoiSe o1uaiem Ajddns o3 umelp sem wepd
‘906T U] ‘24nynalSe jo wa|qodd ayl 03 uotiti ¢
[eraads pied [eieyein nyeys nedeneyyd G|
jo @24nos Jofew e si ainynolde sy
:A13100s SY3 JO jJuSWIdn Jpnie |
J91e| pue Uay) WalsAs UOIIEINPD YL L0 {1

Ly0

Jored E%GES YEEL NS

ypedw]

 T0-10A ‘p6-omssy {BUIND[ |EUOIIELIDIU] PRMBINDY-123d (dIrnegTo's
7707 AN G0 Bupguiap




